
Pursuit 2020: Course Description 

All About Animals →  How do animals impact human lives, and how do we impact theirs? We will have hands-

on experience, explore career paths, participate in service learning opportunities, and research the use of 

animals in our lives.  

 

Around the World in 80 Ways → Interested in traveling to new places and learning about different cultures? 

How about planning your own trip? If you have a love for travel and seeing new things this is for you. Come 

travel and learn with us and learn to prepare yourself for future adventures! Use your imagination, explore and 

learn how to travel without breaking the bank! 

 

Art: A World of Possibilities → How can ART reflect the culture of a people? What responsibilities come with 

the freedom to create art? Share the week exploring the ARTS from various cultures of our fabulous WORLD!! 

Participate alongside committed peers in both guided and independent cultural explorations including the 

visual and musical arts.  

 

Billion Dollar Industry → Love sports? Ever wonder what is going on behind the scenes before, during, and 

after a big game. Not all of us can be players so how can we still be a part of the industry? We'll learn from 

leaders in Saint Louis sports including sportscasters, security, nutritionists and medical personnel. Be prepared 

to visit a Saint Louis team (and maybe, get a behind-the-scenes tour). 

 

Camp Half-Blood → If you love Percy Jackson and The Lightning Thief, then spend a week at Camp Half-Blood 

where you'll learn what skills are valued in today's society. Learn your parentage, defend yourself with Riptide 

and capture the flag. Once you're ready, you'll be able to travel to the Arch and meet animals transported by 

Kindness International just like Percy did, and hopefully, with Annabeth's help, earn the medal of Athena on the 

National Mythology exam. 

 

Crime Lab Chemistry → What does it take to solve the crime of the century? Investigate the methods used to 

solve a crime including fingerprinting, impression evidence, DNA analysis, handwriting analysis, and 

chromatography. Then apply your knowledge to solve a crime and to “break out” of a sticky situation. You will 

use clues and deductive reasoning to solve mysteries both big and small. 

 

Faster, Higher, Stronger → How have sports have had a positive and/or negative impact on our Global 

Society? In what ways have sports broken down barriers between groups of peoples, cultures, or societies? 

Students will investigate and analyze the positive impact sports have had on a global society through literacy, 

problem solving, critical thinking and civil discourse. We will hear from local coaches, participate in activities, 

and take a behind the scenes tour! 

 

Games People Play → Do you love playing board games? Join us for this pursuit of play where we examine 

what makes a game great. We'll look in to the strategy and design behind the most popular board games. We'll 

learn about new games from around the world and across the centuries. Let your creative juices flow by 

designing your own game. 
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History of St. Louis Through Food → What can we learn about the culture and history of a place by the food of 

that place? Travel through time to learn about our city through the foods that have put us on the map. From hot 

dogs and funnel cakes in the World’s Fair to an influx of Bosnian cuisine to communities like "The Hill -- why 

have cultures immigrated here and what mark have they left on the food we serve? Explore the history one 

sample at a time. 

 

Hooray For Hollywood: Classic Films → What makes a movie a classic? Why do some movies stay popular, 

while others fade over time? How do movies both reflect and respond to culture? Students will be able to 

engage in a critical discussion of a work of art (movie), research related topics in order to enhance their 

understanding and critically and creatively write responses to movies. 

 

Local Ghosts and Legends → What do our urban legends and ghost stories tell us about our community? Why 

is it important to preserve these stories? The students will help collect and record local lore and explore the 

origins of these stories and their connection to the history of the area.  

 

Music in America → Do you pop in your ear buds the moment you leave school? How does your favorite song 

make you feel? Explore the artists YOU love, both current and past, and learn how they influence our lives. 

You'll probably discover we are connected through music more than you realize. 

 

Outdoor Exploration → NKMS is fortunate to have bee hives, chickens, gardens and a greenhouse. This pursuit 

will get its hands dirty as we explore the outdoors. You will enjoy outdoor camp cooking which will include 

building a campfire. We also will explore different survival techniques and speak to experts about outdoor 

living. Students will also work with the plants and animals in our outdoor learning courtyards.  

 

Power of One → How can you change the world in 4 days? Margaret Meade once said, "“Never doubt that a 

small group of thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has." 

This pursuit will focus on teaching students how one person can change the world for the better. During the 

week, students will investigate and learn about local organizations, such as Tiny Superheroes, that are invested 

in the mission of making the world a better place, both locally and globally.  

 

Project Runway → How will your generation be defined through fashion? What do your fashion choices say 

about you? How do the fashion choices we make reflect our personalities and our outlooks on the world? Come 

try on some new fashion ideas as we explore what makes fashion pop across time and cultures. We will be 

designing, styling and creating fashion for our time. 

 

Pros and Cons: Let Your Voice Be Heard → What are the ways you can make your powerful voice be heard? 

This pursuit will focus on how we use our voices to see different sides of a topic. We will debate, discuss, and 

brainstorm around topics you pick that are issues in our current world. Topics may include politics, pros and 

cons of social issues, and problems we face in today's world. Our field trip will be a full day tour of places 

around St. Louis where debate and discussion happen. 
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Pursuit of Happiness → How much control do you have over your own happiness? We will explore "happy" 

things like art, play, laughter, pets, food, exercise, and the Seeds of Happiness to name a few. During the week, 

we will reflect and journal about our discoveries. Students will produce the "keys" to their own happiness. 

 

SCUBA Divers to the Rescue → How can learning to scuba dive lead to a deeper understanding of the ocean and 

its importance?  In this pursuit, you will learn how to scuba dive. We will spend our time in the classroom 

learning about the science, engineering, and theory behind diving and the remainder of the time in the KHS 

swimming pool learning the practical side of diving. Research issues that our Water Systems face and find ways 

that we can help right here in our community. There is a $200 cost associated with this pursuit to cover 

equipment rental and PADI training. 

 

So Many Books, So Little Time → So many books out there and so little time to read them, discover them, and 

talk about them. How about a week of reading, discovering, creating and discussing books? You can discover 

new genres, new series, or a new author. You can discuss books with other students interested in reading, learn 

new aspects of books that you have read before, hear about books that you might want to read. Let's explore 

career opportunities for those of us who love to read! Have you ever wondered what it takes to write a book- 

picture book or chapter book? Perhaps field trips to bookstores or libraries or go to an elementary school and 

get to read to the younger students.   

 

Social Justice → Have you been inspired by movements and people who have taken active measures to make 

the world a better place? Are there worldly causes that will allow us to create equity for all? This pursuit week 

will allow us to investigate how people embody the changes they want to see in the world. As a member of this 

pursuit group, you will also help put together a social justice museum that will take place right here at North.  

 

Space: The Final Frontier → How can exploring space impact human beings? Have you ever wondered what it 

would really take to get Mars? Is it possible to live there? Is there life on other planets? Is time travel possible? 

Join us as we explore our solar system, Milky Way and universe. We will be going to the St. Louis Science 

Center, visiting the McDonnell Douglas Planetarium, and spending time in the Stellarium Dome at NKMS. You 

will also get an opportunity to explore and research a space topic of your choice. The week is filled with hands-

on activities, crafts, videos, and discussions.  

 

The Write Moves → If you are a student who would love the time to write creatively without limitations, this is 

the pursuit for you! From poetry and plays, to journalism and jingles, you will be given a chance to connect 

with your inner author! We will take an in-depth look at different writing genres and practice a variety of 

writing techniques. By working in a true writer's workshop environment, you will grow as readers, thinkers, 

and of course, WRITERS! 

 

When I Grow Up, I Want to Be… → What do you want to be when you grow up? Each day in Pursuit, explore 

different professions and jobs! From the job you might hold in high school to the job you have when you are 35, 

this is the pursuit you want! Doctors, retail jobs, restaurant worker, teacher, lawyer, comedian, construction, 

plumber, technology, actor, meteorologist - the list is endless!! Guest speakers, field trips, hands on activities, 

resume writing, interest surveys, filling out applications, lots of fun and information! 


